REIGATE MILLS AND PILLBOXES
Moderate Terrain

A 4 mile (6.5km) enjoyable circular walk
from Reigate Heath, passing Reigate
Heath windmill, Wonham Mill and
pillboxes built during the Second World
War.
There are good views along the walk to the North Downs.
This walk is part of the Explore Surrey collection,
published through a collaboration between iFootpath and
Surrey County Council.
If you are looking for refreshments, The Skimmington
Castle pub is near waypoint 1, and The Black Horse pub is
on the A25 near the bus stop at the start of the walk.
Ordnance Survey Map: Explorer 146 Dorking, Box Hill &
Reigate. This walk follows public footpaths and bridleways
which cross private and public land. Information is included
for your interest, but please respect people’s privacy, keep
dogs under control and remember the Countryside Code.

6.5 km
Circular
2 hours

Getting there
220515

The walk starts from the Reigate Heath bus stop which is
on the A25, alongside the junction with Flanchford Road.
For help with planning your journey by public transport
please visit http://journeys.travelsmartsurrey.info. If you
are coming by car, there are car parks either side of
Flanchford Road, half a mile south of the A25. From the
car park on the south side of Flanchford Road, join the
wide sandy track running along behind the car park, and
turn right to start the walk.
Approximate post code RH2 8AB. Grid ref: TQ 242505.

Walk Sections
Go

Access Notes
1. The walk includes a few gentle gradients.
2. The paths and tracks are mostly unmade and can be
very muddy in part. Walking shoes or boots are required
and wellingtons with grips are recommended for the
winter months.
3. You will need to negotiate a number of gates/kissing
gates plus 6 stiles (all of which have open fencing
surrounds which should be suitable for most dogs to
pass through).
4. You will be sharing some of the fields with horses and
some of the paths have electric fencing alongside so
take particular care with children and dogs.
5. The walk crosses a golf course so please show respect
for the golfers by allowing them to play their shots
before you cross and watch closely for any stray flying
golf balls.
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Start to Bonnys Road

The walk starts from the bus stop on the junction
between the A25 (Buckland Road) and Flanchford Road.
Walk down Flanchford Road, using the left-hand
pavement. Where the pavement ends (by the entrance
to Heath Church), keep ahead on the narrow grass
verge for a further 40m then fork left down the signed
public bridleway.
Follow this path through the edge of the woodland and
passing the south-side Flanchford Road car park on the
right. After 250m you will emerge to the edge of the golf
course. Take particular care here, allowing golfers to play
their shots before you proceed and keeping your eyes
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peeled for stray golf balls. Follow the track straight ahead
across the course, watching out for the tee on the left and the
fairway on the right.
Fork right to merge with a vehicle track and continue to reach a
T-junction with the road, Bonnys Road, with a flint house (Old
School House) opposite.
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Bonnys Road to Littleton Manor

2 Junction

farmhouse on your left.
There are views behind you to Reigate Hill and Heathfield
House can be glimpsed through the trees to the right. The
earliest part of Heathfield House dates from 1867. It was divided
into flats in the 1950s.
Keep straight ahead at the crossroads of tracks, continuing
between paddocks. Where the track swings sharp right, go
straight ahead to cross the stile/gate into a paddock.
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Turn left along the road and then fork immediately right towards
The Skimmington Castle pub. After just a few paces, fork left to
join the signed bridleway which leads you through the trees,
part of the Greensand Way. The path leads you past the pub on
the right and then down past horse paddocks on the right.
At this point there are views to Littleton Manor Farm on the
right. Littleton Manor Farm is a typical 17th century farmhouse,
with a central chimney. This part of the Weald used to be
covered by a great forest. It began to be cleared after the
Domesday survey, and settlers started to move into the area.
You will emerge to a junction of paths within the paddocks
complex of Littleton Manor Farm.
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Littleton Manor Junction to
Littleton Stile

Littleton Stile to Trumpet View

4 Crossroads

Cross the field diagonally left (at about 10 o’clock) to reach the
far left corner. Go over the stile and keep ahead on the fenced
path which leads you to a crossroads with Flanchford Road.
Cross over the road with care and go along the track opposite
(signed as a byway), pausing to observe the excellent view of
Box Hill and the North Downs on the right.
Follow the track ahead which leads you past the 16th century
Gilberts Farm on the left. Continue for a further 500m to reach a
signed crossroads of paths. It is worth pausing here to take in
the view of Trumpets Hill on right.
The house on Trumpets Hill was designed by David Barry and
constructed in 1901, and has a distinctive green roof. This was
formerly the site of a windmill, one of the six mills which existed
in the local area in the nineteenth century. Only two now remain;
one on Reigate Heath and the other on Wray Common.

Take the path to the right, passing through the white gate
(ignoring the minor sharp right turn over the stile). Follow the
driveway towards Littleton Manor Farm and, after passing the
large barn on the right, fork right onto the track which leads you
through a gateway. Continue on this track between the fence on
the right and the hedge on the left for 350m, passing the
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5 Trumpet View Crossroads to
Wonham Mill

just before you reach the pond, turn left onto another signed
footpath. Pass the pond on the right and you will come to a stile
ahead.
Cross this stile and walk directly ahead across the paddock,
heading for the farm buildings visible in the distance. Continue
in the same direction, crossing two further stiles along the way.
Follow the narrow path with a hedge on the left and you will
emerge to a T-junction with the road, alongside Dungates Farm.
Turn right along the lane, passing The Granary on the right and
then some stables on the left. Keep ahead on the track with a
tall hedge on the left. This public bridleway forms part of the
beautiful Greensand Way long distance trail, which was first
developed by the Ramblers Association. It runs for 108 miles
from Haslemere in Surrey to Ham Street in Kent where it links in
with the Saxon Shoreway.

Follow the main track which swings round to the left, keeping
the woods on the left and a field on the right. After 275m you will
reach the 16th century Ricebridge Farm. Bear left here to pass
the farm on the right. At the end of garden on the right, cross the
stile directly ahead (beside a pair of wide gates) to enter a field.
Turn right and follow the right-hand field boundary. This field
edge path leads you between a pillbox on the left and the hedge
on right. The whole area around the River Mole is littered with
pillboxes, which were fortified gun placements built in the period
during the Second World War when it was feared that a land
invasion was imminent.

The track leads you into a small section of woodland with a wide
stream running on the left. You will reach a fork, take the righthand branch (still the Greensand Way) passing through a
gateway.
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7 Gate by Stream to Golf Course

At the end of the first field, the path leads you over a stream
with the River Mole on the left. Keep straight ahead on the path
which follows the left-hand edge of this next field. Pass another
pillbox on the left and, a few paces later, turn right through a
kissing gate. Cross this field at about 11 o’clock to reach the
wooden kissing gate alongside the river. Go through this gate
and follow the path which leads you over a footbridge to reach
the road opposite Wonham Mill.
Wonham Manor and a water mill are shown on the Senex map
of 1723. The mill worked grinding flour until 1930, when it was
sold to Ranks, the famous millers, who dismantled the
machinery. During the Second World War it was used as a store
by the Ministry of Food, and it was later bought by Lillico who
installed a grain drier. The mill has been converted into private
houses.
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6 Wonham Mill to Gate by Stream

Follow the obvious track through the open field and, at the far
end, pass through the right-hand of the two gateways to join a
fenced section of track. The track leads you between bollards
with the golf course visible on the right. You will emerge to a Tjunction at the edge of Reigate Heath golf course, with Ivy
Cottage on the left and views of the windmill ahead.
The existing windmill dates from 1765 and is built on Galley Hill,
so called because it was the site of a gallows where
highwaymen and other convicted criminals were hanged. The
mill worked for about 100 years, and in 1880 was converted to a
chapel. Services are still held here regularly.
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8 Golf Course to Viewpoint

The next sections of path cross the golf course so remember to
take particular care, allowing golfers to play their shots before
you proceed and keeping your eyes peeled for stray golf balls.
Walk straight ahead across the fairway towards the windmill.
Climb the hill on the sandy path, with the windmill to your left.
(Please keep to the existing paths and avoid trampling the
heather). Towards the top of the slope you will find a bench on
the left, a perfect spot to pause and enjoy the panoramic views.
Cross over the road and turn left along the pavement, heading
uphill. Immediately after the mill’s parking area, turn right onto
the signed footpath. Follow this surfaced footpath ahead and,
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A 9-hole golf course was first constructed on Reigate Heath in
1896. The heath forms part of the manorial waste of the Manor
of Reigate, and was bequeathed to the people of the town by
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Lady Henry Somerset when she died in 1921. The heath is
designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest. It is the largest
heath in East Surrey, and is a rare and valuable habitat. It is
managed to prevent trees/scrub from encroaching and plant
succession taking place.
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9 Viewpoint to Crest of Ridge

This walk is part of the Explore Surrey
collection, published through a collaboration
between iFootpath and Surrey County
Council.
Surrey is the ideal place to explore the
outdoors on foot. Whether you're an
adventurous walker or someone who prefers
a short stroll, there's a walk to suit you.
If you would like to know more about
Explore Surrey and find more walks please
visit
www.surreycc.gov.uk/explore

At the top of the slope you will come to a T-junction with a track.
Turn left and walk through the car park, passing the clubhouse
on your left. Pass two cottages on your left, ignoring the first
path on the right. Where the track swings left, turn right
(immediately after the first mirror-topped post). Follow this
slightly sunken gravel path swinging left and out to reach the
edge of a fairway.
Turn left and walk along the edge of the fairway, following the
edge of the trees on your left (looking out for golfers playing
from the tee ahead). Walk straight ahead to join the sandy path
which leads you up the ridge. Towards the top of the ridge you
will find the 5th tee on the right (with two benches immediately
behind it).
A clump of Scots pine trees to the left marks the site of a Bronze
Age barrow, or burial mound, one of seven on Reigate Heath.
They provide the earliest evidence of man’s occupation of the
area around 3000 years ago.
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10 Crest of Ridge to End

Turn right to join the wide sandy path which leads you downhill
to reach car park on the north side of Flanchford Road. Turn left
on the grass path which runs alongside the road and leads you
directly back to the bus stop where the walk began.
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Disclaimer
This walking route was walked and checked at the time of writing. We have taken care to make sure all our walks are safe for walkers of a reasonable level of experience and fitness. However, like
all outdoor activities, walking carries a degree of risk and we accept no responsibility for any loss or damage to personal effects, personal accident, injury or public liability whilst following this walk.
We cannot be held for responsible for any inaccuracies that result from changes to the routes that occur over time. Please let us know of any changes to the routes so that we can correct the
information.
Walking Safety
For your safety and comfort we recommend that you take the following with you on your walk: bottled water, snacks, a waterproof jacket, waterproof/sturdy boots, a woolly hat and fleece (in winter
and cold weather), a fully-charged mobile phone, a whistle, a compass and an Ordnance Survey map of the area. Check the weather forecast before you leave, carry appropriate clothing and do
not set out in fog or mist as these conditions can seriously affect your ability to navigate the route. Take particular care on cliff/mountain paths where steep drops can present a particular hazard.
Some routes include sections along roads – take care to avoid any traffic at these points. Around farmland take care with children and dogs, particularly around machinery and livestock. If you are
walking on the coast make sure you check the tide times before you set out.
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