RANMORE CIRCULAR
Challenging Terrain

9.5 km
Circular
3 hours
260515

A 6 mile (9.5km) circular walk from
Boxhill and Westhumble Station in the
village of Westhumble, passing through
part of the Polesden Lacey Estate,
Ranmore Common and Denbies
Vineyard.
The route follows part of the North Downs Way National
Trail. This walk is part of the Explore Surrey collection,
published through a collaboration between iFootpath and
Surrey County Council.
If you are looking for refreshments, there are a few
options. There is a cycle shop cafe at Boxhill and
Westhumble Station and The Stepping Stones pub is
300m from the station (turn right along Westhumble Street
to reach this). Denbies Estate vineyard, about two thirds of
the way round, has a restaurant and cafe which is open to
the public. Ordnance Survey Map: Explorer 146 Dorking,
Boxhill & Reigate. This walk follows public rights of way
that cross private and National Trust land. Information is
included for your interest, but please respect National
Trust bylaws, keep dogs under control and remember the
Countryside Code.

Getting there
The walk starts and finishes from Boxhill and Westhumble
rail station in the village of Westhumble. The nearest bus
stop is on the junction between Westhumble Street and
the A24, just a short walk from the station. For help with
planning your journey by public transport please visit
http://journeys.travelsmartsurrey.info. If you are coming by
car, park at the Norbury Park Crabtree Lane Car Park
(Waypoint 1) and start the walk from there.
Approximate post code for car park RH5 6BQ. Grid ref:
TQ 167519.

Walk Sections
Access Notes
1. This is a hilly walk with several long uphill
stretches – make sure you stop regularly to
appreciate the impressive views!
2. Parts of the route can get muddy so stout boots or
shoes are recommended.
3. You will need to negotiate many gates/kissing
gates but there are no stiles or steps on route.
4. A couple of the short fields you cross may be
holding sheep so take particular care with dogs.
5. There are a few sections of road walking along
quiet lanes so take care of any traffic at these
points.

Go

1 Start to Crabtree Lane Car
Park

The walk starts from Boxhill and Westhumble rail station.
(Note: if you are starting the walk at the Crabtree Lane
car park, skip to the next section).
Leave the station platforms and walk through the small

Get the iFootpath App for a smarter walking
experience. Hundreds of walking guides in the
palm of your hand with live maps that show
your progress as you walk. Say goodbye to
wrong turns!

iFootpath.com

© Copyright iFootpath part of OneToRemember LLP

RANMORE CIRCULAR

1

2

car park to reach a T-junction with Westhumble Street. Turn left
(taking care of traffic) and then join the pavement to cross the
railway bridge. Immediately afterwards, fork right into Crabtree
Lane (a lane marked as a no-through-road which sits between
the flint arch on the left and the chapel on the right).
Follow the quiet lane ahead, taking care of any occasional
traffic. In the fields to the right you can see the River Mole
meandering through Norbury Park and the Mole Gap. Norbury
Park House is now privately owned but the majority of the
estate is managed by Surrey Wildlife Trust and is criss-crossed
by public rights of way. The estate provided the inspiration for
the novel ‘Camilla’ by Fanny Burney and legend has it that
druids used the grove. It is reputed that whilst Keats was
staying in the area he based part of his poem, Endymion on the
legend of the druids.
After climbing steadily for 1km, you will pass the Norbury Park
Crabtree Lane car park on the right.

1

Turn left on the bridleway which leads you downhill through the
woodland. At the staggered crossroads keep straight ahead,
continuing downhill. At the bottom of the woodland you will
come to a single gate ahead. Pass through this to enter a
pasture (which may be holding sheep) and walk at 11 o’clock for
just a short distance to reach a gate out to the road.
Turn left and then immediately right to join the track signed for
Bagden Farm and a youth hostel. The track swings right to
enter the Polesden Lacey Estate. Continue past the farmhouse
and barns on the right, then stay on the main track which climbs
for a further 120m. You will come to a pair of gates ahead. Pass
through the smaller (right-hand) of these and keep in the same
direction across the pasture, passing to the right of the large
oak tree in the centre of the field. At the far side, a gate leads
you back into woodland.

2 Crabtree Lane Car Park to

Woodland Edge Crossroads

Woodland Edge Crossroads to

3 Gate into Woodland

3

4 Gate into Woodland to Ranmore
Road

(Note: if you are starting the walk here, exit the car park back
onto the lane and turn right).
Follow the lane steadily uphill for 400m. On the top of the hills to
the left you can see the St Barnabus church spire at Ranmore
which we will be passing later on this walk.
Keep straight ahead at the junction, passing Crabtree Cottages
on the left. Immediately afterwards, ignore the footpath signed
to the left. Simply keep ahead on the footpath which leads you
past fields and through woodland for 670m. At the far edge of
the woodland (just before you reach a stile ahead), you will
come to a signed crossroads of paths.
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Keep ahead along the track for just 50m, then fork left (passing
through an old gateway). Stay on this main wide bridleway track
which climbs steadily through the woodland. Some way along
(700m), keep left to merge with another bridleway coming in
from the right. 100m later you will reach a fork, take the righthand branch.
Towards the top of the slope you will reach another fork (with
cottages visible ahead). Keep right and follow the track which
swings left, passing the cottages on the right. You will emerge
out to a T-junction with Ranmore Road.
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Ranmore Road to Cottage

5 Junction

Keep straight ahead along the lane for a further 0.5km, ignoring
any paths signed off to the left. Where the main road swings
left, keep straight ahead past the white vehicle barrier to join a
concrete track with Denbies Lodge on the right.

6

7 Denbies Lodge to Denbies
Crossroads

Cross over the road with care and turn right along the grass
verge for just 40m. Turn left onto the signed public footpath, an
unmade track between hedgerows. Pass by an old gate and
then turn sharp left to join the North Downs Way, a National
Trail.
After just a few paces, go through the gate ahead to enter
Steers Field. Take the right-hand of the two grass paths ahead,
taking time to enjoy the views from this hillside, Denbies
Hillside.
Denbies Hillside comprises chalk downland and woodland on
the southern slope of the North Downs. The land is grazed to
maintain it as an important habitat, with a diverse range of
wildflowers that attracts a wide variety of butterfly species,
including the distinctive Adonis Blue. To the right there are views
over Westcott and Dorking. On the hills opposite, the tower at
Leith Hill can just be made out in a clearing in the trees. At 967
feet, it is the highest point on the Greensand Ridge.
After passing a couple of cottages on the left you will come to a
signed junction of paths (the right-hand branch being a link to
the Greensand Way). Turn left, staying on the North Downs
Way.
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6 Cottage Junction to Denbies
Lodge

Go through the kissing gate then walk diagonally right across
the verge (at about 2 o’clock). Cross Ranmore Road with care
and follow the side road opposite (signed to Bookham,
Westhumble and the Parish Church). Follow the quiet road,
taking care of any traffic, and it will lead you past the large
parish church of St Barnabus on the right.
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Keep ahead for just a few paces and then take the first turning
on the right (still part of the North Downs Way), a stone track
between fields. Turn left at the next junction, still following the
North Downs Way. Pass through the gate ahead to enter
Denbies Wine Estate. You will now have glorious views ahead
and across the vineyard slopes.
Continue along the track, pass through a second gate and
follow the track as it swings left. There are views ahead across
the Mole Gap to Box Hill. The Mole Gap was formed by the
River Mole cutting a north-south route through the chalk hills of
the North Downs. The dramatic landscape has inspired writers,
poets and artists, and Box Hill features in Jane Austen’s novel
‘Emma’.
Follow the track meandering down through woodland to reach a
signed crossroads of tracks.

7

Denbies Crossroads to Bradley

8 Farm

Turn right, leaving the North Downs Way to join the public
bridleway. Follow the track which heads downhill. Bear right to
join the concrete track (between vineyards) heading for the
complex of farm estate buildings. (NOTE: Denbies is a working
farm so please take care and keep dogs on a lead).
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A few paces before you reach the buildings ahead (the houses
and farm buildings of Bradley Farm), you will see a signed
crossroads of paths. If you wish to visit the Denbies Wine Estate
visitor centre and cafe, keep ahead past the house and farm
buildings, then turn left into the centre’s car park. Otherwise, for
the main route, turn sharp left at this crossroads to join the wide
grass track which runs between the vineyards.

8

9 Bradley Farm to Chapel Lane

This walk is part of the Explore Surrey
collection, published through a collaboration
between iFootpath and Surrey County
Council.
Surrey is the ideal place to explore the
outdoors on foot. Whether you're an
adventurous walker or someone who prefers
a short stroll, there's a walk to suit you.
If you would like to know more about
Explore Surrey and find more walks please
visit
www.surreycc.gov.uk/explore

Follow the wide grass track and, at the end of the vineyard,
pass through the gate. Cross over the stone track and go ahead
through a gate into a field. Cross the field at 1 o’clock to reach a
kissing gate on the far side. Go through this gate and join the
narrow footpath between gardens.
You will eventually emerge out to a quiet residential road, Adlers
Lane. Cross over and join the narrow footpath which continues
ahead. This path leads you steadily uphill and out to a Tjunction with the road, Chapel Lane.

8

10 Chapel Lane to End

Turn right along the road (taking care) then fork right between
the white fencing to join the raised pavement running along the
right-hand side of the road. Further down, join the pavement
immediately alongside the road and you will pass the end of
Crabtree Lane on the left.
(Note: if you are parked in Crabtree Lane car park, turn left here
and follow the lane for 1km to reach the car park on the right).
Otherwise, keep straight ahead on the pavement which swings
right and leads you over the railway bridge. You will come to
Boxhill and Westhumble Station on the right where the walk
began.
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Disclaimer
This walking route was walked and checked at the time of writing. We have taken care to make sure all our walks are safe for walkers of a reasonable level of experience and fitness. However, like
all outdoor activities, walking carries a degree of risk and we accept no responsibility for any loss or damage to personal effects, personal accident, injury or public liability whilst following this walk.
We cannot be held for responsible for any inaccuracies that result from changes to the routes that occur over time. Please let us know of any changes to the routes so that we can correct the
information.
Walking Safety
For your safety and comfort we recommend that you take the following with you on your walk: bottled water, snacks, a waterproof jacket, waterproof/sturdy boots, a woolly hat and fleece (in winter
and cold weather), a fully-charged mobile phone, a whistle, a compass and an Ordnance Survey map of the area. Check the weather forecast before you leave, carry appropriate clothing and do
not set out in fog or mist as these conditions can seriously affect your ability to navigate the route. Take particular care on cliff/mountain paths where steep drops can present a particular hazard.
Some routes include sections along roads – take care to avoid any traffic at these points. Around farmland take care with children and dogs, particularly around machinery and livestock. If you are
walking on the coast make sure you check the tide times before you set out.
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