
A 5 mile (8km) undulating walk from 
Ranmore Common in the Surrey Hills, 
through part of the National Trust estate 
of Polesden Lacey. There are good views 
of the Mole Gap, London and, on a clear 
day, the South Downs.  

There are no pubs or shops along the route. There are 
toilets and a tearoom within the grounds of Polesden 
Lacey (admission fees would apply for this). Ordnance 
Survey Map: Explorer 146 Dorking, Box Hill & Reigate. 

The Polesden Lacey Estate and parts of Ranmore 
Common and Denbies Hillside are owned by the National 
Trust. This walk follows public rights of way over private 
and National Trust land. Please respect National Trust 
bylaws, keep dogs under control and remember the 
Countryside Code.

Getting there 
The walk starts and finishes at the National Trust Denbies 
Hillside pay and display car park on Ranmore Common 
Road, about one mile north-west of Dorking. The fee is £4 
per day (correct Feb 2015) or free for National Trust 
members. There is also a bus stop (Church Bus Stop on 
Ranmore Common Road) just to the east of the car park. 
For help with planning your journey by public transport 
please visit journeys.travelsmartsurrey.info. 

Nearest post code RH5 6SP (this will take you to a point 
about half a mile from the car park). Grid ref: TQ 142503

Walk Sections 
 Start to Tanners Hatch  
 Youth Hostel 

From the Denbies Hillside car park, cross over Ranmore 
Common Road with care and then turn left along the 
wide grass verge. You will pass the red Charlotte Cottage 
to the left and then Rose Tree Cottage and the tile-clad 
Fox Cottages on the right. Immediately after Fox 
Cottages, turn right alongside a vehicle barrier onto the 
track into woodland (signed Youth Hostel).

Ignore the first path forking immediately left, simply stay 
on the track alongside the cottage on the right. In 40m, at 
the fork, take the left branch signed again for the Youth 
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1. The walk includes several steady but very long 
climbs and descents throughout. 

2. The tracks can be very muddy and slippery so 
stout boots or wellingtons with good grip are 
recommended. 

3. There are two gates along the route, but no stiles. 
You can take an optional detour to enter the 
grounds or house of Polesden Lacey, but 
admission fees apply for this (free for National 
Trust members).

8 km 
Circular      
2.5 hours 

Access Notes
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Hostel. Follow the woodland path which leads you steadily 
downhill for 1.1km.

The woodland here is a mixture of oak, beech and yew. Young 
beech trees have been planted where the land slopes downhill 
and enters the Polesden Estate. The estate woodlands are 
managed to preserve their important landscape feature when 
viewed from the gardens of Polesden Lacey House. 

Eventually the track swings right to pass Tanners Hatch Youth 
Hostel on your left.

Tanners Hatch Youth Hostel to 
Valley Bottom 

Take a moment here to admire the youth hostel cottage and the 
valley beyond. Tanners Hatch is an old estate cottage that was 
restored and renovated by members of the Youth Hostels 
Association during the Second World War. Across the valley the 
long wall of Sheridan’s Walk can be glimpsed through the trees. 
The playwright and politician Richard Brinsley Sheridan bought 
the Polesden Lacey Estate in 1797. He described the old house 
as a ruin and had ambitious plans to rebuild it, but did not 
achieve this. The only visible legacy of his ownership is this long 
terraced walk, which is still one of the most impressive features 
of the garden. 

Continue to follow the track down to the bottom of the valley 
(ignoring a signed path through a gate to the left).

Valley Bottom to Stone Bridge 

Stay on the main track as it swings left heading uphill between 
lines of coppiced hedgerows. After 100m fork left (signed to 
Connicut Lane) and the path leads you under an ornamental 

stone bridge. 

This bridge is known as the Italian bridge. It bears the 
inscription CED 1903, and was built for Sir Clinton Edward 
Dawkins who owned the Polesden Estate at that time.

Stone Bridge to Polesden Road 

Beyond the bridge, continue on the main track still climbing 
(note: this stretch can be very muddy). Some way along, the 
view opens up back across the fields on the right to the Mole 
Gap. 

The Mole Gap was created by the River Mole cutting into the 
North Downs escarpment during the Quaternary period. Natural 
erosion on the steep chalk slopes maintains ideal conditions for 
a nationally rare habitat of box scrub, and parts of the area are 
designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest, a Special 
Area of Conservation and a Geological Conservation Review 
site.

After about 1.2km you will reach a T-junction with the road, 
Polesden Road.

Polesden Road to Entrance 
Drive 

Cross over the road with care, go through the hedge gap 
opposite and then turn immediately left to follow the footpath 
running parallel with the road on the left.

On a clear day, there are views of London to the right. When he 
bought Polesden, the playwright Sheridan wrote to his wife, “We 
shall have the nicest place within a prudent distance from town 
in England”. 

 P R O S P E C T S  O F  P O L E S D E N    �2© Copyright iFootpath part of OneToRemember LLP

1 2

2 3

3 4

4 5



At the end of the right-hand grass verge, you will reach the 
entrance drive for Polesden Lacey on the left. At this point you 
can take a detour to visit the house and gardens should you 
wish. To do so, turn left down the drive. Opening times are 
displayed by the memorial arch, which was designed by Sir 
Hugh Casson and built in 1958. 

Entrance Drive to Thatched 
Bridge 

To continue the walk, ignore the fork for the entrance drive on 
the left, simply keep ahead on the track signed to several 
cottages and farms. After 140m, at a signed junction of paths, 
stay on the main track which swings left heading steadily uphill. 
Stay on the track to pass Home Farm House and then continue 
downhill to join a cutting which leads you under a thatched 
bridge. 

The cutting was constructed in 1861 to allow vehicles to use this 
estate road without being seen from the gardens. The 
excavated material was used to make a causeway for the lane 
lined with yew trees which you will be joining shortly.

Thatched Bridge to Crossroads 

Pass under the second bridge and, where the tarmac track 
turns left, keep ahead along a track lined with yew trees (signed 
as a public bridleway). After 300m you will come to a staggered 
T-junction. Turn right heading uphill on the tarmac track, noting 
the views of the Mole Valley. 

You will come to Yew Tree Farm on the left. A few paces after 
Yew Tree Farm, keep left at the fork. Keep left again at the 
second fork, staying on the main track. Further along on the left, 

you will find a small rest area with a bench. Take a moment here 
to sit and admire the lovely view back towards Polesden Lacey 
House. 

The present house was designed by Thomas Cubitt as a 
Grecian villa, and built in 1824 by Joseph Bonsor. Several 
owners have since added to it. Bonsor planted many of the 
avenues and woods on the estate. The house became a focus 
of Edwardian society when the Honourable Mrs Ronald Greville 
lived there, and entertained the social and political leaders of 
the time. In 1923 the then Duke and Duchess of York, later King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth, spent part of their honeymoon 
there. When Mrs Greville died in 1942 she bequeathed the 
estate to the National Trust as a memorial to her father.

Some way further up the hill you will come to a short waymarker 
post with blue and yellow arrows, marking a crossroads of 
paths.

Crossroads to North Downs Way 

Keep straight ahead on the main track and then ignore the next 
path signed left. About 50m later, fork right to join a bridleway 
marked with a blue arrow (not the blue NT arrow). Keep straight 
ahead across a stone vehicle track and continue along the 
bridleway through woods for 450m to reach a junction with the 
road. 

Cross the road with care and go along the track opposite 
(signed for the Ranmore Campsite). Pass the scout campsite on 
the left and continue downhill for 100m to reach a signed 
junction. Turn left here to join the North Downs Way (marked by 
an acorn symbol).
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North Downs Way to End 

Keep ahead on this path, passing through a wooden staggered 
barrier, along the edge of Ranmore Common woodland. After 
700m, at a staggered crossroads, go ahead through a kissing 
gate into Steer’s Field. Take the left-hand of the two paths 
ahead, heading for Ranmore Common’s St Barnabas Church 
spire, noting the view of Westcott to the right and Dorking 
ahead. 

In 1850, the elaborate but now demolished Denbies house was 
designed and built by Thomas Cubitt, who was the well-known 
builder and architect of the oldest part of Polesden Lacey 
house. St Barnabas Church was built in 1859 near Denbies by 
Cubitt’s son George, later Lord Ashcombe. The National Trust 
acquired 99 hectares (245 acres) of the Denbies hillside in 1960 
and manages it to conserve the chalk grassland.

Follow the path as it swings left and pass through the gate to 
reach the car park where the walk began. 
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8 9 This walk is part of the Explore Surrey 
collection, published through a collaboration 

between iFootpath and Surrey County 
Council.

Surrey is the ideal place to explore the 
outdoors on foot. Whether you're an 

adventurous walker or someone who prefers 
a short stroll, there's a walk to suit you.   

If you would like to know more about 
Explore Surrey and find more walks please 

visit

  www.surreycc.gov.uk/explore
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Disclaimer

This walking route was walked and checked at the time of writing. We have taken care to make sure all our walks are safe for walkers of a reasonable level of experience and fitness. However, like 
all outdoor activities, walking carries a degree of risk and we accept no responsibility for any loss or damage to personal effects, personal accident, injury or public liability whilst following this walk. 
We cannot be held for responsible for any inaccuracies that result from changes to the routes that occur over time. Please let us know of any changes to the routes so that we can correct the 
information.

Walking Safety
For your safety and comfort we recommend that you take the following with you on your walk: bottled water, snacks, a waterproof jacket, waterproof/sturdy boots, a woolly hat and fleece (in winter 
and cold weather), a fully-charged mobile phone, a whistle, a compass and an Ordnance Survey map of the area. Check the weather forecast before you leave, carry appropriate clothing and do 
not set out in fog or mist as these conditions can seriously affect your ability to navigate the route. Take particular care on cliff/mountain paths where steep drops can present a particular hazard. 
Some routes include sections along roads – take care to avoid any traffic at these points. Around farmland take care with children and dogs, particularly around machinery and livestock. If you are 
walking on the coast make sure you check the tide times before you set out.


