
A 12km (7.5 mile) circular picturesque 
walk taking in the Frensham Great and 
Little Ponds and the River Wey, 
discovering the medieval bridges at 
Tilford and enjoying an abundance of 
birds and wildlife. 

This walk is part of the Explore Surrey collection, 
published through a collaboration between iFootpath and 
Surrey County Council.

There are public toilets at the Frensham Ponds Visitor 
Centre at the start of the walk. If you are looking for 
refreshments, the visitor centre has a snack bar, the Rural 
Life Centre (about 600m from waypoint 3) has a cafe and 
Tilford Village (4.5 miles into the walk at waypoint 5) has a 
village stores and The Barley Mow pub. Ordnance Survey 
Map: Explorer 145 Guildford and Farnham. This walk 
follows public footpaths and bridleways which cross private 
and public land. Information is included for your interest, 
but please respect people’s privacy, keep dogs under 
control and remember the Countryside Code.

Getting there 
The walk starts and finishes from the main car park at 
Frensham Ponds Visitor Centre (by Frensham Great 
Pond), situated between Farnham and Hindhead just to 
the west of the A287. Parking is free during the week, 
however, parking charges of £4 per day apply on Sat, Sun 
and Bank Holidays from Easter to the end of September 
(correct March 2016). The car park address is Bacon 
Lane, Churt, Surrey. The nearest postcode is GU10 3DS, 
which will take you to St Mary’s School on the A287. From 
this point turn onto the side road, Bacon Lane, and follow 
this south-west for 0.6 miles to reach the car park on the 
left-hand side. The car park is often full by lunchtime in the 
summer, so arrive early to avoid disappointment, or adjust 
the walk by parking in Tilford village. 

If you are coming by public transport you can adjust the 
walk to start and finish at bus stops along the route. 
There is a bus stop by St Mary’s School on the A287 
(start the walk from the section called A287 to Wey 
Footbridge) or there is a bus stop on the village green in 
Tilford (start the walk from section called Tilford Village 
Green to Meadow End Farm). For help with planning 
your journey by public transport please visit http://
journeys.travelsmartsurrey.info.
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1. The walk has several steady climbs and descents 
throughout. 

2. The paths through the woodlands can get quite 
muddy after wet weather so good boots are 
recommended. 

3. Some of the paths are fairly narrow, there are no 
stiles on route but you will need to negotiate a few 
single gates, some footbridges and one kissing 
gate. 

4. There is one short section of road walking and a 
few road crossings that require care. 

5. All the paths are enclosed from adjacent fields so 
you will not be sharing the paths with any 
livestock.

12 km 
Circular      
4 hours 

Access Notes

© Copyright iFootpath part of OneToRemember LLP
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TILFORD BIRDS AND BRIDGES

iFootpath.com

Get the iFootpath App for a smarter walking 
experience. Hundreds of walking guides in the 
palm of your hand with live maps that show your 
progress as you walk. Say goodbye to wrong 
turns!

http://journeys.travelsmartsurrey.info


Walk Sections 
 Start to A287 

To begin the walk, make your way from the parking area to 
reach the timber-clad visitor centre which is home to the toilets 
and snack bar. Standing with your back to the snack bar 
window, walk at 1 o’clock through the picnic tables (away from 
the Great Pond which is beyond the building behind you) and 
join the section of boardwalks leading you into the heath. At the 
end of the boardwalk turn left for just a few metres to reach a 
junction with a wider sandy path. Turn right along this and at the 
fork, just a short way along, take the left-hand branch (straight 
on) which leads you uphill into the trees. 

Towards the top turn left at a staggered T-junction, continuing 
on the narrow path between sections of heather. You will 
emerge out to a T-junction with a wide mown track, turn right 
along this. Stay with this mown track as it bears right and right 
again to reach a T-junction with a bridleway (marked with a blue 
arrow on a waymarker post). Turn left onto the bridleway and 
keep right at the fork, still following the blue arrow of the 
bridleway. Further along, the bridleway descends steadily and 
leads you to a junction with the main road, the A287 (with the 
side road called Bacon Lane just to your left).

A287 to Wey Footbridge 

Cross over the main A287 with care and take the narrow path 
directly ahead leading you into woodland. This narrow path 
leads you through the trees to reach a crossroads with a wider 
woodland path. Turn left along this and, at the top of the small 
rise, you will come to a crossroads (marked with a waymarker 
post with blue arrows). 

Turn right and follow this path with a fence running to your left. 
Keep left at the fork, following the path running closest to this 

fence. At the end, you will come to a car park ahead. Turn left 
and follow the path between the fence on your left and the car 
park on your right. The path runs ahead and then swings right to 
reach a junction with the road. Cross over and join the bridleway 
which continues ahead. 

Follow this path running with fenced fields on your left and then 
leading you past a second car park across to your right. You will 
emerge to a T-junction with a vehicle track. Turn left along this 
and, at the bottom of the slope, you will pass Keeper’s Cottage 
on your left. Take the narrow path ahead which leads you to a 
footbridge over the River Wey.

Wey Footbridge to The Reeds 
Road 

Cross the footbridge and follow the path ahead leading you to 
the buildings of Pierrepont Farm. This farm is run as a 
countryside restoration scheme and is home to plenty of wildlife. 
We were lucky enough to see a barn owl flying across the fields 
so keep your eyes peeled. Follow the track which bears left 
(passing the main farm building on your right) to reach a row of 
barns directly ahead. Turn right within this courtyard and then 
bear right again along the vehicle track. 

Follow this bridleway track ahead, with fenced grass fields 
running to your left. At the end of these fields, keep directly 
ahead on the bridleway into woodland (ignoring the kissing gate 
to your left). The bridleway continues as a wide fenced grass 
track, leading you through a large section of heathland, known 
as Tankersford Common. 

Beyond the common, simply keep ahead on the fenced path 
which leads you through woodland and then between garden 
fences. Pass Reeds Stables on your right and stay with the 
access track which bears right and leads you steadily uphill to a 
junction with The Reeds Road.

The Reeds Road to Wey Road 
Bridge 

Cross over with care and take the bridleway directly ahead. Just 
15 metres along, you will come to a waymarker post marking a 
junction. At this point, should you wish, you could make a detour 
to visit the Rural Life Centre. The centre is a country life 
museum spread across several barns, buildings and fields all 
brimming with artefacts. The museum has an entrance fee, is 
dog-friendly and also has a cafe, although entry into the 
museum is not payable just to use the cafe. If you wish to visit, 
turn left at this junction and you will find the centre about 600 
metres along The Reeds Road. 

For the main route, simply go straight ahead on the woodland 
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bridleway. As you pass a clearing in the trees on your right, you 
will have beautiful views to the east across the pastures of 
Tilford House Farm and beyond. Further along, a wire fence 
begins on your left. Simply keep to the main bridleway which 
follows the line of this fence. At a fork in the path (where the 
fence on your left turns away to the left) take the right-hand 
branch (leading you straight on). This path branch leads you 
down to a junction with Tilford Road. 

Cross over with care and walk ahead along the side road, 
Sheephatch Lane, taking care of any traffic. About 300 metres 
along, ignore the first footpath (signed over a stile to your right). 
Instead, continue along the lane which takes you past The Mill 
House on your left and then crosses the River Wey via a road 
bridge.

Wey Road Bridge to Tilford 
Village Green 

Just a few metres beyond the river bridge, turn right onto the 
signed public bridleway which leads you into woodland. This 
sunken path leads you steadily uphill and then levels off with 
fenced hillside fields on your left. Further along you will come to 
a crossroads with a vehicle track. Go straight ahead to continue 
on the bridleway. 

The bridleway becomes a byway (marked with a red arrow), a 
vehicle track with a bank and fence on the left. The first section 
of this track can be very muddy, but you will find a path running 
along the bank on your left should you need it. As you emerge 
from the woodland you will pass the imposing large white Tilhill 
House on your left. 

100 metres later fork right, leaving the vehicle track to join the 
signed public bridleway. Across to your right you will see the 
River Wey winding through the valley bottom. At the end of the 
bridleway you will emerge to a T-junction with the street in 
Tilford village. (The village shop is 30 metres to your left). Turn 

right and follow the pavement as it leads you over the medieval 
bridge across the River Wey to reach the village green. The 
bridges in Tilford are believed to have been built by the monks 
of Waverley Abbey in the 1230s.

Tilford Village Green to Meadow 
End Farm 

Keep straight ahead, passing The Barley Mow pub on your right 
and the village green on your left. In the summer months you 
may be lucky enough to catch a game of cricket here. The black 
and white building across to the left is the Tilford Institute. 
Designed by Edwin Lutyens in 1893, it is used as the cricket 
pavilion and as the stage for the Tilford Players. 

At the far end of the green, cross over the road to reach the 
pavement opposite (alongside another bridge). Turn left (away 
from the bridge) and then immediately right to join the gravel 
driveway for The Malt House. Once through the first gateway, 
keep left and then follow the footpath which swings right 
between hedgerows. Further along, the path swings left, 
immediately alongside the River Wey on your right. 

Simply stay on the main path along the valley bottom, with the 
River Wey meandering alongside. This section of woodland has 
a particularly dense population of bluebells, which create a blue 
carpet in the late spring. Within the river, keep your eyes peeled 
for a flash of blue as kingfishers patrol their territories. Grey 
wagtails, easily recognisable by their grey back and lemon 
underside, are often seen dabbling in the mud in search of 
aquatic insect larvae.

Further along, the path leads you through a gate and emerges 
to a junction with a vehicle lane. Turn right along this lane, 
following it as it bears left. The lane leads you past the buildings 
of Meadow End Farm on your right.

Meadow End Farm to White 
Cairn 

Just after the farmhouse (and where the track swings left), go 
straight ahead through a small gate to join a footpath running 
between fenced pastures. You are likely to see both sheep and 
pigs in these pastures. At the end of the path, pass through the 
kissing gate ahead to reach a junction with a vehicle track. 

Turn right along the track and follow it through the woodland. At 
the ford, where a stream crosses the track, you will find a 
footbridge just to your left which allows you to cross the water 
without getting your feet wet. Continue straight ahead to the end 
of the track where it meets a T-junction with the road, Priory 
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Lane. 

Turn sharp left along this lane, Priory Lane, for about 100 
metres. Immediately before an unmade track (signed Private 
Road) on your right, turn sharp right through the gap in the low 
wooden barrier. A few paces in you will reach a fork. Take the 
right-hand branch and follow this to reach a noticeboard and a 
white pyramid-shaped cairn between the two parking areas for 
Frensham Little Pond.

White Cairn to Viewpoint 

Turn left heading towards the smaller car park and brick 
buildings and, before you reach these, turn right to join the path 
leading you uphill through the centre of the pine woodland. 
Through the trees to your left you will be able to see the water 
of Frensham Little Pond. 

Simply keep ahead on the main woodland track until you reach 
a crossroads at the brow of the rise (with a small marker post 
with orange arrow on your right). Turn right here and follow this 
path with an open area of heather on your left. At the fork, keep 
left and follow the path down the slope to a five-way junction. 
Take the path at between 1 and 2 o’clock, which climbs steadily 
leading you through a row of low wooden bollards to reach a 
major crossroads. 

Go straight ahead, passing between two low vehicle barriers to 
join the wide sandy track running through the heath. Just before 
the wide track swings right, fork left to join a narrower path 
climbing through the heather. 

At the top of the slope you will come to a bench on your right. 
This is the perfect spot to turn round and enjoy the views that 
have opened up across the Little Pond and the heath. Both this 
Little Pond and the Great Pond (at the visitor centre) were 
created by the Bishop of Winchester in the 1200s and provided 
the main fish supply to Farnham Castle when the Bishop was in 
residence. Today, Frensham Common is valued for recreation 

and nature conservation.

Viewpoint to End 

Continue on the path for about 70 metres to reach a T-junction 
with a wide level track. Turn left along this. On a clear day, from 
this high ridge you will have views across Little Pond to your left 
and glimpses of Great Pond across to your right. 

Ignore the first wide path to your left and, a little further along, 
keep your eyes peeled for a subtle junction of paths (with a 
waymarker post with blue arrows on the right). Turn right here to 
join the sandy bridleway leading you downhill. Keep straight 
ahead to pass through a gate and reach a junction with the 
main road, the A287. 

Cross over the road with care and walk ahead, passing a low 
vehicle barrier, to join the signed bridleway. Follow this main 
wide sandy bridleway leading you steadily uphill to reach a fork. 
Bear left and follow this next sandy track gently downhill. Look 
out for a small wooden post on the left which marks the start of 
a narrow footpath branching to the left (marked with a no cycling 
symbol). Fork left to join this narrow sandy footpath (leaving the 
wide bridleway) and follow it through gorse bushes and then 
woodland. Keep ahead, ignoring any side paths, and you will 
emerge back to the picnic area alongside the visitor centre 
where the walk began.
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This walk is part of the Explore Surrey 
collection, published through a collaboration 

between iFootpath and Surrey County 
Council.

Surrey is the ideal place to explore the 
outdoors on foot. Whether you're an 

adventurous walker or someone who prefers 
a short stroll, there's a walk to suit you.   

If you would like to know more about 
Explore Surrey and find more walks please 

visit

  www.surreycc.gov.uk/explore

7 8

8 9



T I L F O R D  B I R D S  A N D  B R I D G E S    �5

Disclaimer

This walking route was walked and checked at the time of writing. We have taken care to make sure all our walks are safe for walkers of a reasonable level of experience and fitness. However, like 
all outdoor activities, walking carries a degree of risk and we accept no responsibility for any loss or damage to personal effects, personal accident, injury or public liability whilst following this walk. 
We cannot be held for responsible for any inaccuracies that result from changes to the routes that occur over time. Please let us know of any changes to the routes so that we can correct the 
information.

Walking Safety
For your safety and comfort we recommend that you take the following with you on your walk: bottled water, snacks, a waterproof jacket, waterproof/sturdy boots, a woolly hat and fleece (in winter 
and cold weather), a fully-charged mobile phone, a whistle, a compass and an Ordnance Survey map of the area. Check the weather forecast before you leave, carry appropriate clothing and do 
not set out in fog or mist as these conditions can seriously affect your ability to navigate the route. Take particular care on cliff/mountain paths where steep drops can present a particular hazard. 
Some routes include sections along roads – take care to avoid any traffic at these points. Around farmland take care with children and dogs, particularly around machinery and livestock. If you are 
walking on the coast make sure you check the tide times before you set out.


