
ON THE NORTH DOWNS WAY
DISCOVER GATTON 

This walk follows public footpaths and bridleways which cross 
private and public land.  Please respect people’s privacy, keep 
dogs under control and remember the Countryside Code.
OS Map Explorer 146: Dorking, Box Hill & Reigate.   

A 2 mile (3.5km) circular 
easy-access walk around 

Gatton Park, near 
Reigate, a beautiful area 

of Capability Brown 
designed parkland.

Gatton Park, an area of 
600 acres, was landscaped 

in the mid-1700s and 
the last private owner of 

the Gatton estate was 
Jeremiah Colman, famous 
for Colman’s Mustard. In 
1948 the estate was sold 
to the Royal Alexandra 

and Albert School. You’ll 
find many interesting 
features of the estate 
as you walk round the 

parkland. 

ROUTE DESCRIPTION

START TO VIEWPOINT 
From car park walk back towards 
vehicle entrance and join stone 
path just to the right which leads 
you to crossing point on Wray Lane. 
Cross over and go ahead, passing 
the National Trust sign at entrance 
to Gatton Park. You are still on North 
Downs Way (NDW).  Follow path as 
it swings right and you will come to 
a fork with a black metal post. (This 
is the first of many posts along this 
circular trail that you will follow). Keep 
right, following path downhill. You will 
come to another fork at Black Post 2, 
keep left here and follow driveway as 
it swings steadily left to reach Black 
Post 3 at edge of fenced section of 
parkland.  Keep straight ahead on 
level path with fence running on your 
right. Soon you will come to bench on 
left at a viewpoint.

1 VIEWPOINT TO STONE CIRCLE 
Continue along path, with fence still 
on your right. Where fence ends, keep 
ahead as path continues steadily 
downhill between trees. Further 
along, you will pass Black Post 4 on 
your left, standing beside a lone yew 
tree, continue on main carriage drive 
still descending steadily. Towards 
bottom, path runs close to a road on 
your left, so keep children and dogs 
close.  At the bottom, path leads you 
past white stone Tower Lodge on your 
left. Immediately after lodge, you will 
see Black Post 5 marking a T-junction. 
Turn right to join tarmac vehicle 
access lane. Soon you will come to 
another bench on right.

Follow vehicle track through gateway 
ahead and you will come to the 
Stone Circle within a pasture on your 
right.  The first stone is inscribed with 
words from St John’s Gospel and the 
subsequent nine stones are each 
inscribed with quotations, including 
Shakespeare and TS Eliot. 

2   STONE CIRCLE TO NUT WOOD 
Continue along driveway as it bears 
left, until you reach a fingerpost just 
before some houses. Turn sharp right 
here, leaving NDW to join signed 
bridleway and passing Black Post 6 
on your left. Follow bridleway leading 
you between fences with Stone Circle 
now in field on your right. On left, you 
will pass one of the lakes within the 
parkland.  From this lake, a series of 
linking ponds wind their way down 
the valley to the largest lake at the 
bottom. Beyond the lake, bridleway 
climbs steadily, leading you through 
centre of parkland. Views soon open 
up on your left, down across parkland 
lakes and beyond to continuation of 
North Downs ridge. At top of slope, 
you will approach some houses and 
farm buildings, with a garden fence 
beginning on your left. A few metres 
along, keep right at fork, passing 
alongside wide vehicle gate. 20 paces 
later, you will see Black Post 7 on your 
left. Turn sharp right here to join stone 
track leading steeply up into Nut 
Wood. 

3   NUT WOOD TO END  
Pass alongside next wide gate and 
then stay ahead on main track leading 
you steadily uphill. You will find 
another bench on your right with 

excellent views (perhaps the best so 
far) across the park and far beyond.

Stay with woodland path as it swings 
left and continues to climb. Eventually 
path begins to level off, bearing left 
to reach a wide wooden gate. Pass 
through gap to left and you will come 
to T-junction with a bench on your 
right and Black Post 8 on your left. 
Turn right and follow track climbing 
steadily once again to reach highest 
point in the park.  Beyond brow of 
hill, follow main track which leads you 
down to a vehicle gate ahead. Pass 
through gap to right of this and stay 
with path as it swings right with fence 
now running on your right. Keep 
ahead, climbing steadily, to reach 
Black Post 9 on your left. Bear right, 
staying with fence line on your right 
and continue until you reach next 
black post, this is Black Post 3 that you 
passed on your outward leg. From this 
point you will be retracing your steps 
back to car park.  

To do this, turn left at Black Post 3 and 
stay with main path as it swings right, 
passing Black Post 2 and back to Wray 
Lane car park where the walk began.  
Refreshments, toilet facilities, benches 
and deck chairs here for rest. 

There are options to extend 
this North Downs Way walk 
further to Colley Hill, you’ll 
then be walking our Colley 
Hill & Reigate Hill walk (total 
6 miles).  Start at Reigate Hill 
Wray Lane and it becomes 
circular!

Allow 1.5 hours

Fully illustrated walk directions to download at  
www.surreycc.gov.uk/selfguidedwalks or download the app  

at ifootpath.com
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Start/Finish: Wray Lane free car park. Parts of Wray Lane one-
way
Stiles/Gates: 0
Terrain: Some steep slopes, moderate terrain, can be slippery
Views: Many spectacular views
Toilets: At Wray Lane
Refreshments: Urban Kiosk cafe at Wray Lane
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HOW TO GET THERE - RH2 0HX
By car: from J8 of M25, take A217 south towards Reigate. Stay in left-hand lane (signed to Merstham) and as

you approach junction, ignore first left (Gatton Bottom) and take next left (Wray Lane). Car park almost
immediately on your right.

By bus: routes 420/460 stop at Wray Lane.  For help with planning your journey by public transport please
visit: http://journeys.travelsmartsurrey.info.
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