
Surrey County Council Funded Early Education Entitlements 

Monthly payment schedule – academic year September 2026 to August 2027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Estimate Window Headcount Window
Mid-term change 

window
Latest claim deadline 

for term

Autumn 26/27 1st June - 5th July
16th September – 22nd 

September
1st October – 14th 

December
14th December

Spring 26/27 2nd November  – 6th 

December
16th January – 22nd 

January
1st February – 22nd March 22nd March

Summer 26/27 22nd February – 14th 

March
16th April – 22nd April 1st May – 19th July 19th  July

Payment Month Payment date Based on Includes
Changes on portal 
included up to 

Autumn Term

September 10th September
Mandatory estimate 
submission

Based on estimate hours
Estimate submitted in 
previous term

October 9th October
Mandatory headcount 
submission

Based on headcount 
hours

Headcount submission 
from current term

November 10th November
Headcount + mid-term 
changes

Based on headcount 
hours + mid-term 
changes

Headcount submission + 
mid-term changes 
submitted up to 31st 

October

December 10th December
Headcount + mid-term 
changes

Based on headcount 
hours + mid-term 
changes 

Headcount submission + 
mid-term changes 
submitted up to 30th 

November

December 31st December Mid-term changes Mid-term changes
Mid-term changes up to 
14th December

Spring Term

January 8th January
Mandatory estimate 
submission

Based on estimate hours
Estimate submitted in 
previous term

February 10th February
Mandatory headcount 
submission

Based on headcount 
hours 

Headcount submission 
from the current term

March 10th March
Headcount + mid-term 
changes

Based on headcount 
hours + mid-term 
changes

Headcount submission + 
mid-term changes up to 
28th February

March 31st March Mid-term changes Mid-term changes
Mid-term changes up to 
22nd March

Summer Term

April 9th April
Mandatory estimate 
submission

Based on estimate hours
Estimate submitted in 
previous term

May 10th May
Mandatory headcount 
submission

Based on headcount 
hours

Headcount submission 
from current term

June 10th June
Headcount + mid-term 
changes

Based on headcount 
hours + mid-term 
changes

Headcount submission + 
mid-term changes up to 
31st May

July 9th July
Headcount + mid-term 
changes

Based on headcount 
hours + mid-term 
changes

Headcount submission + 
mid-term changes up to 
30th June

August 10th August
Headcount + mid-term 
changes

Based on headcount 
hours + mid-term 
changes

Headcount submission + 
mid-term changes up to 
19th July



For providers opting into monthly payments, submission of estimates will be 
mandatory. 

This is essential to ensure continuous and accurate monthly payments.  If an estimate 
is not submitted by the published deadline, it will not be possible to make the first 
monthly payment until after the headcount submission. 

Please note that estimate payments for providers opting into monthly payments will be 
your first month’s payment.  This will be calculated by taking the value of your estimate 
submission divided by the number of months in the term, rather than 60% of the full 
term in advance. 

 

Term Number of monthly payments 
Autumn  Spread over 4 months 
Spring Spread over 3 months 
Summer Spread over 5 months 

  

*Note that if your Estimate does not match your Headcount, your monthly payments 
will be adjusted accordingly.   
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