THE HOME FRONT IN SURREY IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR
A GUIDE TO SOURCES AT SURREY HISTORY CENTRE
Part 10. The Impact on Schools and Colleges
The minutes and reports of Surrey Education Committee contain much detailed information
about the impact of the war on schools and other educational establishments across the county.
For example, the Education Committee report of March 1917 includes an appendix giving
‘summary of war work carried out at technical institutes, evening classes and manual training
centres’, including Kingston, Guildford, Richmond and Wimbledon Technical Institutes and
Guildford Junior Technical School. The range of the work carried out included nursing training,
cookery classes, munitions work, the making of appliances and classes for soldiers. Some urban
districts and boroughs had their own Education Committees and the minutes of these may also
contain much of value (Guildford, SHC ref BR/CTM/ED/11-13 and CEEG; Kingston,
CEEK; Reigate, CEERE; Richmond, CEERI; Wimbledon, CEEW; and Woking, CEF/2/13 and CC155/1/1).
The response and concerns of teachers are represented
in the records of the Surrey County Teachers’
Association and local branches. Unfortunately the
minutes of the County Association for the war years
do not survive and the Association’s journal, Surrey
Teachers Quarterly, which is a rich source for opinion
and information on members, was discontinued after
the Nov 1914 issue (SHC ref 6094/2/1) until 1920.
For local branches, the minutes of the Dorking and
District Teachers’ Association, 1914-1918 (SHC ref
8567/4/4) and of the Woking and District Teachers’
Association, 1916-1918 (SHC ref 7426/1) are held
and contain numerous references to issues such as the
payment of a war bonus to serving teachers, the
response to air raids, the shortage of stationery and
the organisation of collections for patriotic and
humanitarian causes. The minute books of the Surrey
Educational Conference, which brought together
representatives of the local education authorities,
school governors and the teaching unions to discuss
wider issues, are held as SHC ref 6151/1-2.

Surrey Education Committee air raid
circular to schools, 1917
(SHC ref CC1139/5/2)

As male teachers enlisted, a shortage of qualified
teaching staff was soon evident which was addressed in
a number of ways, for example, the employment of
more women teachers, larger classes and the relaxation of qualifications. Registers of teachers in
Council and Voluntary status schools from 1914 are held as SHC ref CC611/1/2-5.
Individual schools and colleges felt the impact of the war in many different ways, whether
through participating in war work and the making of comforts for the troops, running classes in
support of the war effort, enduring the food and fuel shortages, reacting to the threat of air raids
or corresponding with and receiving reports on ex-pupils and staff serving with the armed forces.
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Information about these subjects will be contained in log books, school magazines and in
managers’ or governors’ minutes. The following references are included as examples and are
merely indicative of what can be found.
The log book of Dunsfold Church of England School
(SHC ref 5307/2) includes references to subscriptions to
'the Great Victory Loan', 1917, and the admission of a
refugee from air raids, 1918; that of Ewhurst Church of
England Primary School (SHC ref 2133/1) refers to the
admission of Belgian refugees in 1914 and air raid
precautions in 1917; that of St James School, Weybridge
(SHC ref 2011/2) refers to the school being used as the
start of the war for troops marching to Pirbright and
Aldershot, the absence of Boy Scouts on guard duty at
bridges and junctions and at the aerodrome, the
introduction in 1918 of a school dinner scheme by the
Weybridge Food Economy Committee, and the death of
the former school captain and English soccer
international Brian Brooker.
Letter from an Old Boy in the
Farnhamian school magazine
(SHC ref 8102/1/1/3)

The school magazine of Upland House School, Epsom, for
the war years, gives news of old boys and comments on the
progress of the war (SHC ref 2289/1) and the reports of the
headmaster of Archbishop Abbot’s School, Guildford, also refer to war conditions (SHC ref
1535/2/2); the school magazine of Farnham Grammar School (SHC ref 8102/1/13) includes
news from serving old boys, with many letters to the headmaster the Rev S Priestley reproduced,
and obituaries of those killed.
Rolls of honour or lists of former pupils killed or wounded are
held for Boxgrove School, Merrow (SHC ref 8688/5/2); Rutlish
School, Merton (SHC ref 3641/17/4/1, with cuttings book
relating to those serving, 3641/17/5/3); and can also be found in
the log book of Farnham British School (SHC ref CC387/9); the
speech day programme of the Royal Grammar School,
Guildford, 1916 (SHC ref 8024/8); and the report of the
committee of St John's Foundation School, Leatherhead, 1916
(SHC ref 3743/1). The Gordon School, Woking, which
traditionally sent many boys into the army, gives details of those
killed in its admission registers (SHC ref 8201/8/-), rolls of
honour (SHC ref 8210/10/13-14) and Quarterly Gazette (SHC
ref 8210/10/-).
The History Centre also holds a memorial banner for pupils of
Westfield School, Woking, made from embroidery and applique
work, and recording 33 names (SHC ref CC388/3/1).

Westfield School banner
with roll of honour
(SHC ref CC388/3/1)
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